
 

 

   
 

 

June – Rotary Fellowship Month 
 

Lynn Fredericks – Corowa Community Men’s Shed Inc 

 
President Lynn Fredericks of the Corowa Community Men’s Shed Inc gave a 
very interesting talk about the history and  future vision of the Men’s Shed. 
There had been a group of 15 or 16 men working together to get the 
Community Gardens underway. Once all the garden beds were built and the 
rotunda constructed, they seemed to have run out of work. However they 
thought it would be a shame to disband a group who enjoyed working together 
and were still happy to contribute back to the Community. 
 
The idea of 
starting up a 
Men’s Shed was 
floated in about 
August or 
September 
2015, and 
became a reality 
in January 
2016. The first 
item on the 
agenda was to 
find a suitable 
venue – central and with ample space for men and machines. Looking across 
Queen Street from the Community Gardens at the (then) disused Youth Drop In 
Centre, it was decided to approach Council for permission to use the building – 
which was granted.  
 

A successful application to the Stronger 
Communities Grant Scheme was made and 
$25,000 was received. Half of this money 
was spent on equipment and the other half 
spent on re-establishing the building to 
make it more appropriate for use. A 
specialised metal work area and a 
dedicated woodwork area thus came into 
being. Community support has been great, 
with many items donated. The Wagga 
Men’s Shed generously donated many 
tools, vices, benches, drill presses and 
timber.  
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Since then, the group has established an alfresco area with tables and seating 
where they can enjoy a cuppa on a nice morning and has repainted the building 
internally and externally. They have also rebuilt all the fences between the Star 
Hotel and the Free Press building. In fact, over the last 18 – 24 months, quite a 
number of outside projects have been completed to help the Community. One 
such of these has been the roofing of the bird hide at the Whitehead Street 
Wetlands and the construction of seating within the hide – all at Corowa 
Rotary’s request. 
 
The members come on Tuesday and Friday mornings to work on projects .... 
but essentially to chat. There are no women members – although the ladies can 
have access to the shed at alternate times during the week. With a vision of 
helping men in our community, the big aim of the group is to involve the 
marginalised people – those struggling physically and/or mentally -  with the 
aim of getting them to establish themselves as viable community members. 
Two or three of these disengaged or homeless men have been attending over 
the last few months, with positive progress.  
 
Lynn commented that the Men’s Shed 
would like to become self sufficient. To 
this end, the men are making many items 
from donated pallets – raised garden 
beds, bird feeders, nesting boxes, garden 
furniture – and have been displaying 
these items (for sale) in the empty shop 
next door to the Free Press. They are 
also open to completing suitable projects 
for members of the Community. 
 
Chairman Eric thanked Lynn for his most 
interesting and informative talk, and 
presented him with a bottle of President 
Gary’s muscat. 

 
 

Induction of Debbie Rowe 

 
PP John was delighted to induct 
Deb Rowe as our newest Rotarian. 
Accompanied by her husband Guy 
and son Rob, Deb was presented 
with her dinner badge by mentor 
Rtn Gail. Gail then presented 
partner Guy with a bottle of the 
President’s muscat. The assembled 
company of 17 Rotarians and 2 
Hon Rotarians all rose to 

congratulate Deb and Guy on becoming part of our Rotary family. 
 

 

International Toast 
 

Rtn Graeme C toasted the Rotary Club of North 
Pole, Alaska in District 5010. The Club has 45 
members and meets on Wednesdays at lunch time 
at the Mount McKinley Bank. President is Michelle 
Bunch, Vice President is Tasmine Stebbins and 
Treasurer Alana Bergh.  

 
 

 
Rotary Graces 

 
Oh Lord, the giver 

of all good, 
We thank you for 

our daily food.  
May Rotary friends 
and Rotary ways 
Help us to serve 
you all our days. 

Amen 
 

.......................... 
 

For good food, 
For good 

fellowship. 
And the 

opportunity for 
service in Rotary, 
We give thanks. 

Amen 
 

.......................... 
 

Today we are 
thankful for all 
we’ve received. 

However we live, 
we firmly believe 
All is a blessing 

that we must pass 
on  

No matter our 
status or where we 

have gone. 
Kindness and 

generosity are what 
we impart 

Showing the world 
what’s in Rotary’s 

heart. 



 

 

Rotary Information 

 
 

As June is Rotary Fellowship month, Rtn Graham highlighted the opportunity all 
Rotarians have to join a group with similar interests to their own. DG Bernie 
recently published a long list of Fellowships, and Graham noted that Rtns Paul 
Miegel and Wally belong to the Wine Appreciation Fellowship. Rtn Eric 
commented he would like to join the motor bike fellowship, and a number of our 
Club members have thought about joining the International Hosting Fellowship 
 
 
 

Announcements 

 
 

1. The Changeover Dinner will be $40 per head for 2 courses, with drinks at 
bar prices.   

2. Rotary Markets will be held on Sunday 1st July, and volunteers will be 
required that day. 

3. Local and neighbouring Changeover dates  - See attachment for 
Changeover details.  

4. District Changeover  - Sunday 1st July @ Quality Inn Gateway, Wangaratta. 
$45 ph 11.30 am – 4.00 pm  Look on the rotary9790.org.au home page, 
click on the link and book through trybooking as prompted. 

5. The Corowa and District Historical Society invites you to celebrate the 125th 
Anniversary of the Corowa Federation Conference on Saturday 4th August 
2018. Guest speaker is Dr Jeff Brownrigg. Cost is $55 pp for a 3 course 
dinner, which will will be held at the Federation Room, Corowa RSL at 6.30 
for 7.00 pm. RSVP by 27th July. Bookings can be made on line at 
www.trybooking.com/WGQA  
Enquiries Alan New 02 6033 1164        ajljnew@tpg.com.au 

 

 

 

Exchange Student Vera 
 

 
Vera’s Deb - Vera is booking two tables for her deb which will take place on 
Friday 22nd June at the Memorial Hall. Remember that all Rotarians and 
partners are invited to attend the ball to support Vera on the evening. Tickets 
are $35 pp and will be on sale @ Corowa Curtains and Decor from Monday 
11th June to Wednesday 20th June. Rtn Howard mentioned that some help 
may be required after the ball to help pack up the hall 
 
Mention was made of the top award Vera has received in rugby league last 
weekend.  Also, Howard told us that she has been training at her sport of shot 
put in preparation to returning to that sport in Finland. She is competing at 
national level at home and has managed to increase her throw distance while 
she has been in Australia. 

 
 

Many Happies!!!! 
 
Best wishes were extended to Neil and Alan, who both celebrate birthdays this 
week. 
 
 

 
Rotary 4 Way Test 

 
1: Is it the TRUTH? 
 
2: Is it FAIR to all 
concerned? 
 
3: Will it build 
GOODWILL  
and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS 
 
4: Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 
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Winners are Grinners 
 
Exchange student Vera won the President’s muscat and is looking forward to 
taking it home to her family. Rtn Ray drew Jack of Clubs. 

 

 

Coming Events and Club Meetings  
 

 
FRI 22/6 – Vera’s Deb Ball – everyone is invited to attend!! 
WED 27/6 – Meeting – Vera Toppara – A Year in Australia  
SUN 1/7 – Rotary Markets 
WED 4/7 – Meal and Social Night 
TUES 10/7 – Board Meeting 
WED 11/7 – CHANGEOVER  

 

 

Apologies  and  Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please remember to notify the Secretary Neil Davis if you CAN NOT attend 
our weekly meetings or if you wish to bring any guests while Sergeant Paul 
is away. If you are arranging a guest speaker, please advise Neil of the 
number of people attending and if they need the screen and projector.  
Neil can be contacted by:                                                                                                 

Phone or text on 0499 878 529    or email davis98@bigpond.net.au   
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE REPLY DETAILS HAVE CHANGED 
The deadline for replies is 11 am on Wednesday 

Meeting Date WED July 04 WED July 11 WED July 18 

Venue Corowa RSL Corowa RSL Corowa RSL 

Program 
Meal and Social 

Night 
CHANGEOVER 

Meal and Social 
Night? 

Chairman David T President Gary Ray T 

Treasurer Howard S  David T 

Rotary Grace Eric S Jobs Howard S 

Loyal Toast Robyn R TBA (Eric S) 

International 
Toast 

Norman O  (Robyn R) 

Rotary 
Information 

Gail L  (Norman O) 

Sergeants Help Graeme C   Gail L 

Please arrange your own replacement 

if you are unable to fulfill your roster duty. 
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Fortified wine pack order form 

(within Australia only) 

 

Email orders to admin@corowarotary.org.au 

 

Name:  

  

Delivery Address:  

 

City Town:  

State:  Post Code:  

Contact Number:  

Special Delivery Instructions:  

 

 

 Price Qty. Total 

Fortified Wine Pack $60.00   

Postage & Handling (Traceable Post 

Pack) 

$10.00   

Total    

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Cheques made payable to Rotary Club of Corowa 

Credit Card Payments, please complete this authority 

Card Type – (circle) VISA, MASTERCARD 

 

Card number  Exp.          / 

Card Holder Name  

Card Holders Signature   

 

DECLARATION: This wine has not been purchased for resale by a 

licensed person or their representative. I am over 18 years of age.  

 
Signed: ___________________________________ 

 

For further enquiries email:  admin@corowarotary.org.au ;  

Or phone Gail: 0412 442 838 
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