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Graham Brown 23/06/2021 

International Toast: Rotary Club of Keswick, Cambria U.K. and to current president – John Bowlby. 

Keswick has 39 members and meet every Thursday for lunch at the Skiddan Hotel just down from the 

mediaeval Moot Hall which has centre stage in the middle of the Main Street. Keswick is in the lakes 

district of northern England and their fund raising reflects that fact. Funds are raised for the ‘ Great 

Northern ambulance’, the ‘West Cambria young carers’, ‘Hospice at home’ and they support the local 

high school and five junior schools. They also host that Keswick summer show and the Victorian fair 

and tree of light at Christmas and productions at Keswick’s open air theatre by the lake. Keswick 

Rotary Club is a very outgoing and friendly club like Corowa! When I visited in 2005 and exchanged 

banners I was made to feel very welcome despite the fact that I just stepped off my bicycle. At the time 

it was an all-male club and they were splendid in their tweed jackets, felt ties brogues and they were 

sitting down to linen tablecloths and serviettes and silver cutlery with a midday roast dinner. Keswick 

Rotary Clubs banner features the unique beauty of the lakes and the fells so famously showcased by 

the romantic poets—Wordsworth, Coleridge and Southey. I would have loved to have passed around 

their banner from our collection or a photo thereof but at this stage they are not retrievable.  

 

 

 

 

Program and Roster: 

 

 

Corowa Golf Club 
 

Wed 30th June 

 

Program 

 

Changeover 

 

Chairman 

 

David Potts 

 

Treasurer 

 

Gary & Stephen 

 

Rotary Grace 

 

Graham B 

 

Loyal Toast 

 

Kerrie 

 

Rotary International 

 

Howard 

 
 

Sergeant 

 

Rosie 
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Eleven go to Claife Heights- and one doesn’t. 

I wandered lonely as a nerd 

Whose faith in Google does not fail. 

“Maps” showed “Red Nab”, so undeterred, 

I took their route- to Harrowscale, 

Then phoned our leader, Tony Duncan, 

Who clearly thought that I was funking! 
 

The Rotary ramblers duly met, 

Grouped six and five, in this instance. 

Alone I tramped, through cold and wet, 

Though not required to socially distance, 

I missed the crack, and Rotary chatter, 

Quainton’s quips- the ladies’ natter. 
 

I took a path to head for Sawrey, 

Then up a track, more steep the climb. 

Torrents roared in all their glory, 

I splashed through streams, and slipped on slime, 

But clambered on, with just one thought- 

My share of treats the girls had brought. 
 

When I’d passed the watershed, 

The path improved, more often trod, 

Less mud, more rock, a firmer bed 

Down from the Heights. A gift from God 

The route now joined from Claife- quite clear 

For Rotary walkers stuffed with cheer. 
 

As Bowlby’s babes- Graham, Steve and Paul- 

Skipped down, replete with Christmas fayre 

Mince pies, wine mulled, suffice for all, 

But scoffed by eight, my share nowhere. 

But still my heart sings, never sullen, 

Dancing still, not stuffed with stollen. 

(Anon, but with thanks to William Wordsworth. 14/12/2020). 
 

 

 

 



Rotary Grace: 
 

 

Oh Lord, the giver 

of all good, 

We thank you for 

our daily food. 

May Rotary friends 

and Rotary ways, 

Help us to serve you 

all our days. 

Amen. 

……………………… 

 

For Good Food,  

For Good Fellowship  

And the opportunity 

for Serve service in 

Rotary, 

We Give Thanks. 

Amen. 

……………………… 

 

Today we are 

thankful for all 

we’ve received. 

However we live, we 

firmly believe 

All is a blessing that 

we must pass on 

No matter our status 

or where we have 

gone. Kindness and 

generosity are what 

we impart 

Showing the world 

what’s in Rotary’s 

heart. 
 

 

Rotary 4 way Test: 
 

 
1: Is it the TRUTH? 
2: Is it FAIR to all 

concerned? 
3: Will it build 

GOODWILL and  
BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 
4: Will it be 

BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Guest Speaker 

Craig Spencer 

My journey 

Born and raised in Rutherglen 
 

Attended St Mary's primary school. I did well because I was confident and could speak well. 

Relied on natural ability 
 

I was to business from a very early age; my parents purchased the Rutherglen Newsagency. 

 

Paper rounds and Instant Scratchies. 

 

Junior Golf, junior Cricket, Junior Football, and Swimming club. 

 

Life has changed dramatically since then. Mobile Phones, bikes at the pool, and being sent to 

your room. 

 

Rutherglen High School. Great friendships. The realisation that natural ability could only get you 

so far. School was a bit too drawn out, broad based. I struggled with the parts that I thought were 

irrelevant. I have intermittently regretted the decision to leave at the end of Year  

Applied for several engineering jobs, got an apprenticeship as a Fitter at Borg Warner, 800 

people working there at the time. Great place to build friendships.  

 

Played football at Lavington. Great club jn a great Era. The Club was pumping. 

Water Polo in the summer. 

 

Family business opportunity in 1987, I had to stick it out for one more long year. 

 

Paul Nagle and Graeme Fraser before him. Nine years in the first location where the Indian 

Restaurant is now. Opportunity to purchase the building from the Murray River County Council.  

 

Current location since 1996 which gives me a total of 34 years in the 

Rag trade. 

 

I did 18 years as President of the Chamber of Commerce. Worked with Keith Barber and Gary 

Poidevin and Bruce Corcoran. Spent a lot of time discussing a new pool. New streetscape, High 

Temperature Incinerator, New Bridge, Business Development Officer, Art Show, Yabbie Races.  

 

Played football at CR for 11 years. Two Reserves Grand Finals. First year in finals under Peter 

Tossol before retiring. Then spent 3 years at Rutherglen Cats before injuring my knee. Played 

finals each year but no glory.  

 

We had 3 children during those 3 years and I was forced to do my share as soon as football 

finished. The Chiltern toilet story.  

 

Active in the Tennis Club, ran the Easter Tournament for 6 years. I was President of the Auskick 

Centre for 4 years as my boys came through. 

Accidentally coached a school netball team. 

 

Lots of travelling with my daughter for Rep netball and Rep football duties. 

Perth Carnival and Murray Bushrangers. 

The Gold Coast University adventure.  

 

The IWS journey. In 8 years we have grown from 12 members predominantly in NSW to 156 

members Australia wide. Lots of travel including Perth and Germany as well as Fiji and a 

Cruise. 

 

Fortunate to be able to run both of my businesses from here in Corowa. 

  



Raffle Presidents Muscat: 
 

Robert Dickins 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Cut the cards Craig Spencer 

 

Rotary Club of Corowa: 
 

Website: 
http://www.corowarotary.org.au 

 

We are also on FACEBOOK! 

https://www.facebook.com/

corowarotary/ 

Meeting Date WED July 7
th

  WED July 14
th

    WED July 21
st

   

Venue Royal Hotel Royal Hotel Royal Hotel 

Program Assembly Dave Harrison Christmas in July 

Chairman Deb Rowe Barrie Hunter Neil 

Treasurer Graham B Sandie Hunter Barrie Hunter 

Rotary Grace Lis Graham B Sandie Hunter 

Loyal Toast Graeme C Lis Graham B 

International Toast Ian B Graeme C Lis 

Rotary Information Ayon Ian B Graeme C 

Sergeants Help Margaret Ayon Ian B 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of today there are only 7 

days to go to Changeover for 

the Corowa Rotary Club. 

When: 30th June 

Where: Corowa Golf Club 

Time: 6.30 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The first Rotary club in a 
non – English speaking 

country was organised in 
1916 at Havana, Cuba. 

 
Rotary Clubs are members 

of Rotary International, while 
Rotarians are members of 

their clubs! 

       Condolences 

 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 

the Darby family. 

 Janice Darby passed away on the 

17
th

 June 2021. Jan was the wife of 

Rotarian Peter Darby (dec). For 

many years Jan collated the archives 

for our club. 

 



 

and on the lighter side: HAHAHAHAHAHAHA 

 

The Rotary Club Of Corowa meets every WEDNESDAY  

at the The Royal Hotel: 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start 
 

President 2020-2021: Rotarian Norm O’Flaherty 

Secretary: Rotarian Neil Davis 

Treasurer: Rotarian Paul Miegel 

Vice President: Rotarian Paul Miegel 

President Elect 2021-22: Rotarian Deborah Rowe 

P.O. Box 153 Corowa, NSW, 2646. 
Bulletin Editor: Rotarian Kerrie Crawford 
crawfordkerrie@y7mail.com – 0439 930 739 

Please remember to notify Neil Davis if you CAN NOT attend our weekly 

meetings or if you wish to bring any guests.  

If you are arranging a guest speaker, please advise Neil of the number of people 

attending and if they need the screen and projector. 

Neil can be contacted by:  
Phone or text on 0400 481 496 or email davis98@bigpond.net.au      

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE REPLY DETAILS HAVE CHANGED 

The deadline for replies is 11 am on Wednesday 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Street 

Two Irish lads were working for the Dublin public works department. One would dig a hole and the other would follow 

behind him and fill the hole in. They worked up one side of the street, then down the other, then moved on to the next street, 

working furiously all day without rest, one man digging a hole, the other filling it in again. 

An onlooker was amazed at their hard work, but couldn't understand what they were doing. So he asked the hole digger, “I'm 

impressed by the effort you two are putting into your work, but I don't get it – why do you dig a hole, only to have your 

partner follow behind and fill it up again?” 

The hole digger wiped his brow and sighed, “Well, I suppose it probably looks odd because we're normally a three-person 

team. But today the lad who plants the trees called in sick.'” 

 

Wife 

Finnegan’s wife had been killed in an accident and the police were questioning him. 

“Did she say anything before she died?” asked the sergeant. 

“She spoke without interruption for about 40 years,” said Finnegan. 

 

 

Spaghetti 

“I had an accident opening a can of alphabet spaghetti this morning,” said Murphy. 

“Were you injured?” enquired Seamus. 

“No, but it could have spelled disaster,” concluded Murphy. 

The last week of the Irish Joke corner 

 
 


