
  
  

     

 

Federation Festival Debrief 
 
This week was the debrief or “wash up” of the Federation Festival weekend.  
 
President John thanked all of the members for their fantastic input and 
congratulating one and all. We have received lots of kudos on the success of the 
weekend, with great write-ups in the Corowa Free Press and the Border Mail. A 
special vote of thanks was given to Gary, who went above and beyond with 
incredible enthusiasm and professionalism in the jobs he undertook. 
 
Our A.G. Steve McKewen also passed on his 
congratulations saying that we had certainly lifted the 
profile of Rotary in Corowa. A job well done! 
 
Work is already underway for next year’s festival. We are 
very happy to have heard from Tim Fischer saying he is 
happy to accept the role of guest speaker at our 2017 
Federation Dinner and Tim Fischer Oration (barring 
any unforeseen incidents).  
 
The hall and caterer have been booked and some 
adjustments made to the menu to make some small 
improvements. 
 
Maureen and Norm have kindly (or idiotically) volunteered to take on the organizing 
of the 2017 Parade along with the assistance of Janet & Robert.  
 

We are looking for a theme so if 
anyone has any bright ideas please let 
Maureen know. We need to get more 
community organizations involved as 
well as reminding the schools a lot 
earlier so they can be more organized 
as school has generally not started 
again by the Parade date. 
 

The B&S Ball was its usual success, but Gary can still see there is a little bit of fine 
tuning to be done there. The people who camp Friday night need to be asked to 
clear the venue on Saturday Morning so they can all gain an entry ticket. We need 
more security for the airport. We are also working on a website to get a little more 
advertising about our event. 
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The Market was well attended, although there were quite a few “no show” stall 
holders. We may have to consider a deposit or even full payment on booking to 
alleviate this problem. 
 
The stall holders are still 
happy to do the Saturday 
evening market even 
though it is not as well 
patronized, I guess it 
allows them to be all set 
up and ready to go for the 
Sunday extravaganza.  
 
We will try to get more early entertainment on the Saturday, possibly The Sanger 
Street Band, Tree of Strings and make more use of the other bands that we are 
paying for. It was also suggested that we could have a kids disco or battle of the 
bands. 
 
A new set of rules need to be made and distributed to the stallholders so that no cars 
enter the site until well after the fireworks and to stop stalls selling competing 
products. 
 
A best stall competition, maybe the best decorated stall in the theme of the parade 
with a prize of 1-year free site fee to our Federation Market. 
 

Attendance 

We had a good roll up of members this week, along with our honorary members 
Robert & Janet and the Assistant Governor Steve McKewen, we had an attendance 
of 81.5%  
 

International Toast 

Stephen’s toast was to the Rotary Club of Tallinn International Rotary Club. Meeting 
at the Sisalik Restaurant at 6pm each Monday, their meetings are held in English. 
They have 23 members (including honorary) and over the years have had 5 female 
Presidents. 

 
Stephen travelled to Tallinn as a member of the 2008 GSE team to Finland and 
Estonia. 
 
On 12 December 1927 General Johan 
Laidoner, who was to become the first official 
president, presided at a meeting to start a 
club in Tallinn. This was to be the very first 
Rotary club in Estonia and the first one in the 
Baltic States. The inaugural meeting of the 
club was held on August 2nd, 1930. On 
October 10th, 1940 the club was forced to 
close and membership terminated due to 
Soviet authority.  
 
When Estonia sang their way to freedom 
beginning in 1988 and accomplished 1991, 
Rotary went back to Estonia with the 
resurrection of the Tallinn Club. The clubs in 
Estonia are now in District 1420 with Finland. 

 

Ride to Conference 
 

Graham gave an update on the Yarrawonga/Mulwala Rotary 
club’s ARH BBQ meeting held at their pavilion at the 
Yarrawonga Showgrounds. This is the site that they cater 
from for the monthly markets and hence the commercial 
style kitchen. Graham was pleased the resulting donation of 
$1500. 
 



 

                               Ride to Conference Donations 

 
                              Graham is still taking donations at  
                              our meetings or you can donate by 
                              Direct deposit to - 
                               
                              Australian Rotary Health  
                              BSB: 112 879 
                              ACC:  06543395  
                              Reference RTC D9790 
                                 
                                     

 

Cultural Exchange Program 

 
It was moved from the floor that 
we, along with 
Rosemary Kariuki of Sydney, 
facilitate another Cultural 
Exchange Program bringing a 
multi-cultural group of ladies to 
Corowa to speak to the 
students of Corowa High 
School about their experiences 
as migrants and refugees in 
Australia.  
It is proposed that this will take 
place between April 28th and 
May 1, 2017. We will be 

looking for residents of Corowa and surrounds to billet these ladies. 
 

Rotarians Against Malaria - RAM 
 
Between 2000 and 2015, 57 of 106 countries that had ongoing transmission in 2000 
have reduced malaria incidence by >75%. A further 18 countries are estimated to 
have reduced malaria incidence by 50–75%. Thus, the target of Millennium 
Development Goal 6 “to have halted and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria” 
has been achieved! 
 

 
 
Rotarians Against Malaria is a volunteer-run organization working to eliminate 
malaria. The primary focus of RAM has been the distribution of insecticide-treated 
nets to vulnerable populations in Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and more 
recently, Timor Leste. RAM has raised more than $1.6 million to eliminate malaria 
since 2003. RAM works in conjunction with the Ministry of Health authorities in each 
country and complements the work of other malaria organisations, most notably the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 



  

 
 

Rib Ticklers 

 
The phone rings and the lady of the house answers, "Hello." 
 "Mrs. Ward, please." 
 "Speaking." 
 "Mrs. Ward, this is Doctor Jones at the Medical Testing Laboratory. When your 
doctor sent your husband's biopsy to the lab yesterday, a biopsy from another Mr. 
Ward arrived as well, and we are now uncertain which one is your husband's. 
Frankly, the results are either bad or terrible." 
 "What do you mean?" Mrs. Ward asks nervously. 
 "Well, one of the specimens tested positive for Alzheimer's, and the other one 
tested positive for AIDS. We can't tell which is your husband's." 
 "That's dreadful! Can't you do the test again?" questioned Mrs. Ward. 
 "Normally we can, but Medicare will only pay for these expensive tests one time." 
 "Well, what am I supposed to do now?" 
 "The people at Medicare recommend that you drop your husband off somewhere in 
the middle of town. If he finds his way home, don't sleep with him." 
 
 

   
 
Paddy hates his wife’s cat so much he drives it to the next town and dumps it. 
When he gets home, it’s there. 
Next day he drives it 50 miles and dumps it. 
When he gets home, it’s there again. 
So next day he drives it to the other side of the country and dumps it…… 
Six hours later he rings his wife and asks “Is that damn cat home?” 
“Yes … Why?” asks the wife…. 
Paddy says “put the sod on the phone, I’m lost.” 
 

     



 

Indigenous Health Scholarships 
 

This is one of Graham’s Ride to Conference charities. 
 
The program is a co-operative 
program between Australian Rotary 
Health, Rotary clubs, some State or 
Territory Governments and the 
Commonwealth Government. 
 
The object of this program is to 
provide a scholarship, which can be 
used to assist Indigenous students 
with their day-to-day expenses while 
they undertake a course in a wide 
range of health related professions. 
The scholarship is paid in addition to 
the Government Abstudy allowance. 
 
The purpose of the program is to assist students to gain an education which will in 
turn enable them to use this education for the benefit of other Indigenous people - 
hopefully, but not necessarily, in some of our remote areas. 
 
This program commenced with the intention of training doctors to work amongst 
other Indigenous people, but the scope of the scheme was enlarged to permit the 
training, firstly of nurses, and eventually any health related profession. 
 
The value of each scholarship is $5,000 per year. A Rotary Club contributes $2,500 
per year and the State or Commonwealth Government provides a similar amount. 
The Commonwealth Government also provides funding for the administration of the 
program within the Australian Rotary Health office.   
 

Apologies 
If you do not put in an apology, you will be charged for the dinner, as the Club is 

charged for your dinner. 

Graeme can be contacted 
 Phone: 0428331568 or 0499878529 
SMS: 0428331568      

    Email : grabell6@hotmail.com   

 Programs 
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Rotary Wine Packs. 

 

                               
 

 

 

 

Fortified wine pack order form 

(Within Australia only) 

 

Email orders to johnrlaw@dodo.com.au 

 

Name:  

  

Delivery Address:  

 

City Town:  

State:  Post Code:  

Contact Number:  

Special Delivery Instructions:  

 

 

 Price Qty Total 

Fortified Wine Pack $60.00   

Postage & Handling (Traceable Post Pack) $10.00   

Total    

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Cheques made payable to Rotary Club of Corowa 

Credit Card Payments, please complete this authority 

Card Type – (circle) VISA, MASTERCARD 

 

Card number  Exp          / 

Card Holder Name  

Card Holders Signature   

 
DECLARATION: This wine has not been purchased for resale by a licensed person or 

their representative. I am over 18 years of age.  
 
Signed: ___________________________________ 

 

For further enquiries email:  johnrlaw@dodo.com.au ; gaillaw@dodo.com.au 

Or phone Gail: 0412 442 838 
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