
  
  

     

Robert Davis – Community Garden  

A community garden was the dream that 

emerged from a workshop facilitated by Jim 

Diers in Corowa three years ago. On his 

return to Corowa, three years later, and 

Council member Joan Palmer picked him 

up from the Albury airport, she couldn't wait 

to show him how they had acted on that 

dream.  

The infrastructure was built by a group 

of retired men who rediscovered 

meaning and relationships through the 

project.  

Rob told us of the satisfaction he enjoys 

when volunteering with this group of 

likeminded people tending to the 

garden, building the garden beds and all 

of the other exciting projects they have seen come to fruition.  

There's a pond for the rare Sloane’s 

froglets in the area, a solar-powered 

rain catchment system, and durable 

composting bins. Local artists had 

created a spectacular mosaic plaza 

and a sculpture that serves as a bee 

hotel.   

Children from the surrounding schools 

learn about the environment, 

gardening, nutrition and community by participating in the garden.  

What a dream come true, when the Garden was officially opened March 

12, 2016 

If you wish to help yourself to the produce growing in the garden, please 

do but keep in mind that they are there for all to take. If you wish to 

make a donation there is a slot in the white container for these.  
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Robert told us how this group of handymen are 

now on the lookout for other projects, the forst 

being on the corner of Parade Place, so they 

can keep up their good work and the 

comradery they are enjoying. 

Chairman Robyn thanked Rob for his 

community minded work as weel as telling his 

story to our members. Rob was then presented 

with a bottle of the Presidents Muscat.  

 

Sisters for Sisters –A Great Result  

Three sisters decided to walk 320km from Corowa NSW to Ferntree 

Gully Vic, Why???...their sister in law in Melbourne is battling 

secondary breast cancer, they are walking to her. She has a great 

support network of her husband, their brother, and many good friends 

but her family is all hours away or overseas living in England. 

In July 2015 they decided to try and raise 

$15,000 and with the support of Corowa’s Supa 

IGA, Corowa Rotary Club, and many other 

groups, businesses and individuals in the local 

community they started out with their 

fundraising. There was BBQ’s, street stalls, 

markets stalls, sponsorship and lots more. They 

have finally completed their walk being 

accompanied some of the way with our own 

Rotarian Maureen. 

President John received the following note: 

“Hi John and Corowa Rotary Club Members,  

Thanks for donating to my Fundraising Page Sisters for Sisters 2016. 

Together we raised $20,115.00 for Breast Cancer Network Australia. 

I am really grateful for your generous help in reaching my goal. 

Kind Regards, 

Liz”  

 

 



 

Legacy Dinner. 

President John and Gail attended the Legacy Dinner at the Corowa 

RSL Club on Monday night. John presented Legacy a cheque for $250 

on behalf of the Corowa Rotary Club. Donations of $12500 were 

presented in total. 

Caitlyn Moore, 

Joshua Black, Miss 

Emma Allen and Mr. 

Martin Douglas 

attended the dinner, 

representing the 

Corowa High School 

Vietnam group to 

speak about their 

experiences on the 

recent tour. They are pictured here with Colonel Andy Maclean, Mr. 

Dennis Ratcliff and the President of Albury Legacy, Mr. Colin Darts. 

Winners are Grinners. 

This week’s lucky winner of 

the President’s Muscat was 

Margaret and the “Chook 

Lotto” three pack of Corowa 

Rotary Club’s Fortified 

Wines was won when Rob 

Davis was lucky enough to 

draw the Joker from the few 

remaining cards that were 

left in from the original pack 

after drawing his own lotto 

ball from the lotto machine. 

Rotary Youth Exchange 9790 

Our Interview Day is fast approaching to be a 
rotary youth exchange student for next year. 
Interviews will be held at Dookie College on 21 
May 2016. Good luck to everyone that has 
applied.  

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

Foundation 

Keeping the Lid on Cancer in Sri Lanka 

When the Rotary Club of Colombo, Sri Lanka, launched the National Cancer 
Prevention and Early Detection Center in 2004, the clinic operated in a small, rented 
house staffed by a volunteer doctor and two nurses. Services were basic but effective 
– physical exams and ultrasound to detect breast cancer and Pap tests to screen for 
cervical cancer. All services were free, and word spread fast among the lower-income 
patients the center hoped to attract. Run in partnership with the National Cancer 
Control Program of the government’s Ministry of Health, it was (and still is) the only 
national facility dedicated to the early detection of three of the more treatable cancers: 
breast, cervical, and oral. 

Colombo Rotarians planned to expand the project quickly, but resources had to be 
diverted to relief and rebuilding efforts after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. The 
catalyst for the cancer detection center’s growth didn’t come until several years later, 
when members of the Rotary Club of Birmingham, Ala., met (now RI President) K.R. 
“Ravi” Ravindran during his visit to Alabama as chair of the country’s Schools 
Reawakening tsunami relief project. After his Birmingham visit, Ravindran invited 
Alabama Rotarians to Sri Lanka. That’s when they learned about the center. 

Breast cancer is the No. 1 killer of women ages 40 to 55 in Sri Lanka, and 60 percent 
of all cancers there are detected in women. Recognizing that their support could have 
a major impact on women’s health in the country, Birmingham Rotarians offered to 
provide the center with a mammography machine. 

The club saw many reasons to stay involved beyond that first donation in 2010. 
Because cancer is a non-communicable disease, controlling the most treatable forms 
seemed a goal within reach. Sri Lanka’s manageable population size and high literacy 
rate boosted the project’s appeal, since both factors simplify outreach efforts. 

“With all of that put together, we were really inspired to continue and do more,” says 
Susan Jackson, executive director of the Birmingham club. According to Colombo 
Rotarian Nirmali Samaratunga, has screened more than 38,000 people and detected 
nearly 9,500 abnormalities for follow-up. “Whereas a lot of institutions focus on 
treatment, what I realized was if we went in for the prevention and the early detection 
we could actually save that life,” she says. “I think that if we can save even one life, 
that makes this project worthwhile.” 

Today the center operates out of a larger building strategically located on a major 
road, close to public transportation, and paces from several other health care facilities 
that draw patients to the area in 2015 the project received a global grant from The 
Rotary Foundation that will help upgrade the Colombo center and expand efforts to 
more remote areas. The Colombo and Birmingham clubs partnered on a nearly 
$250,000 grant, which includes contributions from the Rotary clubs of Nürnberg-
Sigena, Germany, and Zürich-Sihltal, Switzerland. 

From Howard 

Foundation 

 

 

 

Pictured: 

RI President K.R. Ravindran (back, center) with Rotarians from the Rotary clubs of 
Colombo and Birmingham, which have helped fund the National Cancer Prevention 
and Early Detection Center in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 



 

Rib Ticklers  

  

 

There was a Scotsman, an Englishman and Claudia Schiffer sitting 

together in a carriage in a train going through Wales.  

 

Suddenly the train went through a tunnel and as it was an old style 

train, there were no lights in the carriages and it went completely dark. 

Then there was this kissing noise and the sound of a really loud slap.  

 

When the train came out of the tunnel, Claudia Schiffer and the 

Scotsman were sitting as if nothing had happened and the Englishman 

had his hand against his face as he had been slapped.  

 

The Englishman was thinking: ‘The Scottish guy must have kissed 

Claudia Schiffer and she missed him and slapped me instead.’  

Claudia Schiffer was thinking: ‘The English guy must have tried to kiss 

me and actually kissed the Scotsman and got slapped for it.’  

 

And the Scotsman was thinking: ‘This is great. The next time the train 

goes through a tunnel I’ll make that kissing noise and slap that English 

bastard again.' 

 

 

 

My mate went to get a 

tattoo of an Indian on his 

back. Half way through he 

said, "Don't forget to put a 

big tomahawk in his hand." 

The tattooist said "Wait on, 

give us a chance mate, I've 

only just finished his 

turban!" 

 



 

 

 

  Apologies                                             

                              If you do not put in an apology, you will be charged for the dinner, as the Club is 

                              charged for your dinner. 
 

                                                                                        Graeme can be contacted               

 Phone: 0428331568 or 0499878529 

SMS: 0428331568      

                                                                             Email: grabell6@hotmail.com   

 

 Programs 

                                     
 

                               

                                                               

 Please Organize your own replacement if you are not available.                                                                           

Meeting May 19 May 26 June 2 

Venue Corowa RSL Corowa RSL Corowa RSL 

Program TBA Debate 

Corowa/Myrtleford 

TBA 

Chairman H Scheetz R Terrill D Talbot 

Treasurer O Raschke H Scheetz R Terrill 

Rotary Grace R Rhodes O Raschke H Scheetz 

Loyal Toast G Poidevin R Rhodes O Raschke 

International 

Toast 

C Overend G Poidevin R Rhodes 

Rotary 

Information 

M O’Flaherty C Overend G Poidevin 

Sergeants Help N O’Flaherty M O’Flaherty C Overend 

Rotary Club 

Of 

Corowa 

 

PO Box 153 

Corowa 

NSW 2646 

 

Bulletin Editor 

Gail Law 

0412 442 838 

gaillaw@dodo.com.au 

 

Sergeant at Arms 

Graeme Campbell 

0429 360 455 

grabell6@hotmail.com 
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                                              Rotary Wine Packs. 

                               

 

 

 

 

Fortified wine pack order form 

(Within Australia only) 

Email orders to johnrlaw@dodo.com.au 

Name:  

  

Delivery Address:  

 

City Town:  

State:  Post Code:  

Contact Number:  

Special Delivery Instructions:  

 

 

 Price Qty Total 

Fortified Wine Pack $60.00   

Postage & Handling (Traceable Post 

Pack) 

$10.00   

Total    

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Cheques made payable to Rotary Club of Corowa 

Credit Card Payments, please complete this authority 

Card Type – (circle) VISA, MASTERCARD 

 

Card number  Exp          / 

Card Holder Name  

Card Holders Signature   

 
DECLARATION: This wine has not been purchased for resale by a licensed person or 

their representative. I am over 18 years of age.  


