
  
  

     

Mike Eden  
 
Our guest speaker this week was Mike Eden, 
Administrator of Federation Council, Rugby 
League Player, Solicitor, Dad, husband and 
much more.  
 
Mike Egan started by showing us a video that 
had been made about his son Will and the 
family’s involvement with autism.  
 
Mike has two adult sons from his first marriage 
and one son, Will, with his second wife.  He 
told us of the battles he has had trying to bring 
up an autistic child and how he and his wife 
considered going onto the dole in order to give 
him the attention he needs.  
 
Mike has also had a brilliant sporting career, he grew up on Sydney’s Northern 
Beaches and went on to become an Australian rugby league player. The slightly 
built Eden played for Manly-Warringah, Eastern Suburbs, Parramatta and the Gold 
Coast in the NSWRL premiership. Originally appearing in the halves, he later played 
at fullback and as a Manly junior, and he made his first grade debut for the Sea 
Eagles Rugby League team in April 1981. He was the Sea Eagles top point scorer 
for the year in the 1982 season.  
 
In the ’83 season Mike won the competition's Best and Fairest award, the Rothmans 
Medal. Mike eventually announced his retirement at the end of the 1989 season. 
 
Mike Eden played 112 first grade games in his career. A player of rare ability who 
could kick both in general play and for goal with either feet with equal effectiveness, 
he scored a total of 701 points from 26 tries, 296 goals and 7 field goals. 
 
Mike mentioned that he when playing at the SCG he used Sir Donald Bradman’s 
locker, something not missed on Paul Miegel and John Law.  
 
He is still involved in Rugby, being on the committee for the Albury Thunder Rugby 
League Club in Group 9. 
 
Mike had a legal practice on the Gold Coast and lived a great lifestyle, but he said 
he and lost it all with the GFC.  He now lives in a rented house in West Albury and 
has started a small legal practice in Albury and would not change it for the world.   
 
Apart from being the administrator of Federation Council, Mike spends a lot of time 
working to raise money for the Aspect Riverina School that his now attends. 
 
President Meredith presented Mike with a bottle of our President’s Muscat at the 
conclusion of the meeting. 
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Student Exchange - Emma 
Our exchange student Emma was 
presented with her Corowa Rotary 
Club T-shirt at the meeting. All of our 
students receive one, so they can be 
recognised as part of the Rotary 
Family, when helping at the Market, 
BBQ’s or working bees.  
 
Emma was in Dookie on Saturday 
and Sunday the 27th and 28th 
August, for the first time with the new 
Inbounds and Outbounds from our 
District 9790. 
This is an important weekend of training and preparation for our Outbounds, who will 
be heading overseas in January. 
 

 
 

Youth Exchange - Will’s Report 

 
Guten Tag, 
 
It has been a couple of months since my last report and I have been fairly busy. The 
past six weeks was school holidays and I was lucky enough to go on some trips. I 
also had special visitors and had a family change. 

So the start of the holidays was very chill, with sleep ins and times with friends and 
exchange students. One week into my holidays my host family, Merz, and I travelled 
to Barcelona, Spain for a week. The weather was just as good as it would be back 
there at home. My host brothers Max, who only recently return from a year 
exchange in Peru, Lenos, and I were always together. We visited popular and 
historic places like the Sagrada Familia, and market. We had a lot of the time at the 
beach, and one morning we even had a German breakfast there. The beach was 
really cool and the water was even better. There wasn't a day where it took 10 -15 
minutes to find a spot. We stayed in a small apartment with 5 rooms, 2 bathrooms 
and a kitchen. The whole week was really enjoyable and a good way to finish my 
time with that host family.  

Not long after I returned to Telgte, mum and 
dad arrived. Picking them up from 
Dortmund, I have never have seem Mum 
with a smile like that. We spent a few days 
in Germany going to Cologne and Muenster, 
the city I am always in. We then headed on 
a little self-driving Euro tour. It was really 
funny watching dad driving as fast as he 
could on the autobahn and mum being 
scared half to death. Our little tour started in 
Amsterdam where we visited the touristy 
spots. After a night in Amster we head to 
Brussels, one of my favourite cities on the 
tour I have done with Rotary. 



 

I believe I didn't make a bad choice with Mum and Dad loving the whole time there. 
After an amazing night in Brussels we headed for the Australian War memorial in 
France. It was a really interesting place with the history and still the damage from 
the war in the buildings. That night we stayed in a Corowa sized city that was about 
an hour train drive from Paris. So the next day, as many of you would have heard, 
we had a stump on our tour, Mum had an accident in the Louvre that unfortunately 
left her in a "s**t" hospital for 4 nights.  

This accident did put a damper on our little tour but Dad and I were determined to 
make mum enjoy the rest of the tour even if we didn't do it all. So after we left Paris 
we slowly made our way to Munich, stopping in Reims and Stuttgart for a night. 
When we finally made it Munich. The hotel we stayed at was really nice, but we had 
difficulties getting a wheelchair for mum so the first night mum had to stay in the 
hotel, but the next day Dad, an Australian friend on an exchange and I gave mum a 
day she needed, we saw the 
famous Glockenspiel, and the 
surfers in the river. Mum and 
Dad also had a small taste of 
Oktoberfest with a small beer 
fest going on in the Englisch 
Gardens with German food, 
music and 1L beers. Even with 
Mum’s broken leg we still did 
everything we wanted and we 
were impressed by Munich. We 
then made our way to Frankfurt 
where we just relaxed for the 
last couple of days before making our way back to Muenster.  

The day before Mum and Dad left I changed my host families, it was sad to say 
goodbye to such a good family but I was excited to the next one. Mum and Dad had 
met them and my YEO Patrik Ploger, but this night the Tullmyn family hosted us. My 
new family is really nice, Lars my host-dad is very funny, Yvonne my host-mum is 
super sweet, Lea, my host-sister is very kind but has recently moved to Holland for 
college. My host-brother Luca is super cool and has just returned from a year 
exchange in California. This family is really cool and have taken me to some places 
like the Autostadt and family meetings which is good for my German. 

This past few days I started school again, I went to school and had no time table so 
this week I have been making my class set. It was good to see some friends again 
and being able to speak German to them. 

The past few months have been really fun, with my family change, returning to 
school, my trip to Barcelona and my trip with Mum and Dad. Although my trip with 
Mum and Dad didn't go to plan, with Mum being upset, I tried my hardest to make 
her happy and even if we didn't get to go all the place we first planned I didn't care 
because I was with Mum and Dad and that was the main thing for me. 

I hope for a good recovery for 'Super' Mum and I wish you all a good next few 
months. 

Vielen dank 
Will  
 

Ian Murphy Memorial Debate 

 
Our debating team have had another 
win. The students from the Corowa High 
School defeated Marion College in a 
debate held at the Club Savoy 
Myrtleford. 
The topic for the night was “That The 
Media Worship the Wrong Heroes”. 
We look forward to the next round of the 
competition.  
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Save The Date 
 

 September 4 – Federation Market (Father’s Day) 
 

 October 2 – Federation Market, featuring Australian Mechanical Organ Society 
 

Attendance 
Our attendance this week was 84%. We had one lucky winner of out raffles this 
week being Norm who won the President’s Muscat. Unfortunately, Neil could only 
draw the 5 of diamonds in the Cut the Cards Raffle. 

Wetlands Project 

Gary informed us that a grant application is ready to 
be submitted for our Wetlands Project. 

 

Welcome Home James Willett 

 
Members of the community and others from 
near and far, welcomed home James 
Willett at a BBQ in Bangerang Park after 
his successful shoot at the Olympics in Rio. 
James shot double trap, with a record 
breaking first round. James finish fifth in the 
competition, narrowly missing the bronze 
medal shoot off. At the young age of 
twenty, James’ future is looking bright and I 
am sure we will see him in Tokyo in 2020. 

 
The event was hosted by Shaun 
Whitechurch, with speakers Greg Aplin 
MP, and Corowa’s Mayor Paul Miegel on 
hand to congratulate James on his epic 
achievement. Local Television and 
newspaper photographers were there to 
record the day. 
 
 
 

A large banner with photos of both James and 
Corowa’s other 2016 Olympian, Marcus Fraser, John 
Fraser conducted an auction and after fierce early 
bidding, “Magro” put in a bid for $500, only to be 
topped by Maurice Wilson at $560.  
 
There was a jumping castle, face painting and the 
Rotary BBQ to keep the many children in attendance 
occupied while they waited for a chance to get an 
autograph, have a photo taken with James, buy an 
autographed “target bird” or just a friendly chat with 
James. 
 

 



 

 

Ribticklers 
 

What's the difference between iron man and iron woman?........Iron Man is a superhero. 

Iron woman is a simple instruction! 

    

A married man was having an affair with his secretary. 
One day, their passions overcame them and they took off for her house, where they 
made passionate love all afternoon. Exhausted from the wild sex, they fell asleep, 
awakening around eight PM. As the man threw on his clothes, he told the woman to 
take his shoes outside and rub them through the grass and dirt. Mystified, she 
nonetheless complied. He slipped into his shoes and drove home. 
"Where have you been!" demanded his wife when he entered the house. 
"Darling, I can't lie to you. I've been having an affair with my secretary and we've 
been having sex all afternoon. I fell asleep and didn't wake up until eight o'clock." 
The wife glanced down at his shoes and said, "Oh, you liar! You've been playing 
golf!" 

 

   
 
My wife and I walked past a swanky restaurant last night. “Did you smell that food? It 
smelt incredible.” she said. Being the nice guy I am, I thought " I might as well treat 
her”….. 
So we walked past again! 



RAWCS - IMPROVING EARLY EDUCATION IN VANUATU  

Members of the Rotary Club of Currumbin Coolangatta Tweed Inc (Australia) and 

non-member volunteers recently completed the refurbishment of a village kindy in 

the remote community of Port Olry, Vanuatu.  

(RAWCS # 2016-17/70). 

 

The project involved the 

painting of three concrete 

classrooms, the supply of 

desks, and the donation 

of educational toys, 

musical instruments, 

craft items and teacher 

resources. 

 

Not for profit entity Two 

Llamas commenced 

planning for the project in 

February 2016 and within 

six short months - thanks 

to Rotary - the task was 

complete!         

 

SEPTEMBER IS LITERACY AND EDUCATION MONTH 

 

Apologies  

 

Please remember to notify the Sergeant at Arms, Ray Terrill if you can’t attend our 

weekly meetings.  

Ray can be contacted by phone on 0499 878 529, text on 0409 329736 

or email   raymondo1951@bigpond.com  

 

 

Programs 

 

   
  Please arrange your own replacement if you are unable to fulfill your roster duty. 
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                                                Wine Packs 
 

 

 

 

 

Fortified wine pack order form 

(within Australia only) 

 

Email orders to admin@corowarotary.org.au 

 

Name:  

  

Delivery Address:  

 

City Town:  

State:  Post Code:  

Contact Number:  

Special Delivery Instructions:  

 

 

 Price Qty Total 

Fortified Wine Pack $60.00   

Postage & Handling (Traceable Post Pack) $10.00   

Total    

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Cheques made payable to Rotary Club of Corowa 

Credit Card Payments, please complete this authority 

Card Type – (circle) VISA, MASTERCARD 

 

Card number  Exp          / 

Card Holder Name  

Card Holders Signature   

 

DECLARATION: This wine has not been purchased for resale by a licensed 
person or their representative. I am over 18 years of age.  
 
Signed: ___________________________________ 

 

For further enquiries email:  admin@corowarotary.org.au ;  

Or phone Gail: 0412 442 838 
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