
  
 

 

Will Robertson – 2016  Exchange Student to Germany 
 
Will began his talk by thanking the 
Rotary Club of Corowa for their 
sponsorship. He  had a wonderful 
year, initially intending to go on a 6 
week exchange, but rapidly changing 
his mind and going for a 12 month 
stay. 
 
Host Club – his host Rotary Club was 
in Telgte, which is situated in NW 
Germany, 40 minutes from Dortmund 
and 1 hour from the Dutch border. He 
felt at home as the area was a farming 
community, similar to Howlong – 
although the countryside was much more green!! 
 
Families - he was hosted by 4 families, and lived in three different cities – 
Osbevern, Telgte and Westbevern – but attended the one school, which was Maria-
Sibylla Merian Gymnasium, Telgte. The school classrooms were furnished in a fairly 
spartan fashion – just desks, chairs and a chalk board. There were none of the 
electronic white boards which litter our Australian clasrooms. 
  

Exchange students 
– when he arrived, his 
fellow Exchange 
student in the Club – 
living in the same 
house as himself – 
was Jesus from 
Venezuela (see 
picture taken at a 
Club meeting). After a 

short time Jesus returned home, to be replaced by Belen 
from Paraguay. The picture taken with Belen was in 
Heidelberg – in front of the castle – while Will and Belen 
were on their Rotary Germany tour,  
 
Friends – Will made many friends from many countries 
while on exchange. He has many Brazilian friends, and hopes to visit Brazil some 
time – after he has learnt a little Portugeuse.  
 
Travel – Many cities in Europe were on the itinerary of both the Rotary Euro Tour 
and the Germany Tour – Vienna, Prague, Pisa, Avignon, Dresden, Hamburg, Berlin. 
With his hosts Will went to Barcelona and with his parents he visited Paris among 
other places. 
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Food – the food was very different, especially the bread and beer. Will especially 
loved the German breakfasts of bread, meat, cheese and jams, and German 
cheesecake was a favourite. 
 
Culture – he loved learning the language – indeed is still learning it. Unique events 
such as the rituals of the three days of Christmas and the Christmas markets were 
interesting. He feels he is now experiencing ‘reverse culture shock’!!   
 
The future – Will is now enrolled in TAFE, doing his Tertiary Prep Course (TPC) as 
he did not want to go back to school where he would be in Year 11 with a much 
younger cohort. In the future he is interested in working in an animal vet nursery ..... 
OR .... personal training and personal fitness also has appeal! He would love to 
study overseas. 
 
Jenny – Will’s mum Jenny felt he had 
really changed in the 12 months. She 
remarked she had put a boy on the 
plane and he came back a young man – 
a  different person. The family dynamic 
has changed and he now loves to 
spend time with themselves and with his 
brother. 
She is very proud of him and what he 
has been able to achieve. He took the 
opportunity to make the most of his 
year. 

Rotarian Stephen thanked Will for his 
report, presented him with a Rotary pen 
and gave Jenny a bottle of the 
President’s muscat.  

 
President Meredith endorsed Stephen’s 
thanks,and said she was pleased he had 
experienced such a wonderful year. 

 
P 

 
 
 

 

Ride to Conference Update 
 

Graham attended the fund raising evening held by the RC of Yarrawonga-Mulwala 
last Monday evening.  
 
In 2016 the RTC Team raised $21,000 for ARH, and the RC of Corowa generously 
donated $2,000 towards this worthy cause. Graham passed around his clip board for 
members to nominate a donation to support our RTC team of Graham, Neil, Ray 
and Margaret. 

 

 

Emma Update 
 

Emma has changed host families and is now living 
with Cassie, Peter and Olivia Hughes at 217 River 
Street South Corowa. 
Emma will now need transport to get to Club 
meetings. Don volunteered to pick her up on his way 
in when he is attending Club meetings. 
Sarah Hughes has now joined her host Club and host 
family in France. She is coping, but looking forward to 
being more familiar with the language. 
  

 

 



 

 

Rotary Information 
 
Graham enlightened us with information about a Rotary Fellowship – Beers 
Rotarians Enjoy World Wide (BREW). 
 
When you sit down to enjoy a beer, you probably don't spend a lot of time thinking 
about one of its main ingredients – water. Or the fact that 3,000 children die each 
day from diseases caused by unsafe water.   
 
A group of innovative Rotarians aren't just thinking; they're doing something about it. 
Their group, Beers Rotarians Enjoy Worldwide (BREW), has organized events 
around the world and is working to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
Rotary's global water, sanitation, and hygiene efforts. 

The fellowship members are working with the Water and Sanitation Rotarian Action 
Group to identify specific water projects to support by funneling 25 percent of the 
fellowship's dues to those projects. 

International Toast  

 
Exchange student Will suggested our 
International Toast be to the Rotary Club of 
Telgte, Germany – his host Club for 2016. 
In District 1870, RC Telgte has a 
membership of 38 and the current President 
is Dr Wilhelm Strietholt (pictured). The Club 
meets each Tuesday evening 6.30 pm. The 
Foundation of the Club was 10/11/1987 and 
the Charter 30/03/1988. The Club is very 
involved in many areas, including Youth 
Exchange, and they host two inbounds 
each year. 

 

Attendance 
 
Our visitors this evening were guest speaker Will Robertson, his mother Jenny, 
Honorary Member Bill Bott, Eric Sadlowski (Neil’s guest) and our   Exchange student 
Emma. 
With 18 members present, 4 apologies with 2 make-ups, we had an attendance of 
90.91%. Ray was celebrating his 60

th
 birthday (!!) -  according to Ian - so we all sang 

‘Happy Birthday’ to Ray.  

 

Winners are Grinners 
 
The Muscat was won by Alan Wilson with number 66.  
David Talbot – number 73 - tried to draw the joker 
from the pack, but could only come up with 7 of 
hearts. 
 

Rotary Fine Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sergeant Ray had a couple of fines on our 
‘twins’ – Graeme and Ian!  

 
  

 

 

 

http://rotarybrew.org/
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Coming Events 

 

Movie Night 
The Rotary Club of North Albury is organising a movie night as a fund raiser. The 
movie will be “Hidden Figures” and the time is 6.15 pm for a 6.45 pm start. 
Interested folk to let Mederdith know numbers by 8am Monday morning. 
 

Race Gates 
Neil and Alan will man the race gates on Tuesday 
 

Rib Ticklers 
Beer on the Job 
While most companies refrain from allowing consumption of alcohol on the 
premises, there are some arguments for changing that policy.  
Reasons for allowing drinking at work include:  
1. It's an incentive to show up.  
2. It reduces stress.  
3. It leads to more honest communications.  
4. It reduces complaints about low pay.  
5. It cuts down on time off because you can work with a hangover.  
6. Employees tell management what they think, not what management wants to 
hear.  
7. It helps save on heating costs in the winter.  
8. It encourages carpooling.  
9. Increases job satisfaction because if you have a bad job, you don't care.  
10. It eliminates vacations because people would rather come to work.  
11. It makes fellow employees look better.  
12. It makes the cafeteria food taste better.  
13. Bosses are more likely to hand out raises when they are wasted.  
14. Salary negotiations are a lot more profitable.  
15. Suddenly, farting during a meeting isn't so embarrassing.  
16. No one will remember your strip act at the Christmas Party.  

 
Beer or no Beer 
After the Great Britain Beer Festival, in London, all the brewery presidents decided 
to go out for a beer.  
The guy from Corona sits down and says, "Hey Senor, I would like the world's best 
beer, a Corona." The bartender dusts off a bottle from the shelf and gives it to him.  
The guy from Budweiser says, "I'd like the best beer in the world, give me 'The King 
Of Beers', a Budweiser." The bartender gives him one.  
The guy from Coors says, "I'd like the only beer made with Rocky Mountain spring 
water, give me a Coors." He gets it.  
The guy from Guinness sits down and says, "Give me a Coke." The bartender is a 
little taken aback, but gives him what he ordered.  
The other brewery presidents look over at him and ask "Why aren't you drinking a 
Guinness?" and the Guinness president replies, "Well, I figured if you guys aren't 
drinking beer, neither would I."   

 
Beer Drinking Test 
A Texan walks into a pub in Ireland and clears his voice to the crowd of drinkers. He 
says, "I hear you Irish are a bunch of hard drinkers. I'll give $500 American dollars to 
anybody in here who can drink 10 pints of Guinness back-to-back."  
The room is quiet and no one takes up the Texan's offer. One man even leaves.  
Thirty minutes later the same gentleman who left shows back up and taps the Texan 
on the shoulder. "Is your bet still good?" asks the Irishman. The Texan says "Yup" 
and asks the bartender to line up 10 pints of Guinness. Immediately the Irishman 
tears into all 10 of the pint glasses, drinking them all back-to-back.  
The other pub patrons cheer as the Texan sits in amazement. The Texan gives the 
Irishman the $500 and says, "If ya don't mind me askin', where did you go for that 30 
minutes you were gone?" The Irishman replies, "Oh...I had to go to the pub down the 
street to see if I could do it first." 
 



 

Coming Events 

 
Fellowship Evening at Stanton and Killeen Winery – 
Thursday 23rd February 

For details, please refer to the flyer below. 

An RSVP is set for 16
th

 February, so could members please notify our Sergeant 
Ray on or by the meeting night of 16

th
 February of any apologies and/or member’s 

guests. Could Friends of Rotary and Honorary Members also contact Sergeant Ray 
by 16

th
 if it is their intention to attend. 

Graham and Ray will confer over total numbers which will be needed for catering 
purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Apologies    

Please remember to notify the Sergeant at Arms, Ray Terrill if you can’t attend our 
weekly meetings or if you wish to bring any guests.   

Ray can be contacted by phone or text on 0409 329 736                                                                                    

leave message at 0260 329 736     or email    raymondo1951@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

Programs    Please arrange your own replacement if you are unable to fulfill 

your roster duty.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Date February 23 March 2 March 9 
Venue Stanton & Killeen 

Winery 
Corowa RSL TBA 

Program Membership Night Citizen of the Year 
Lynn Fredericks 

TBA 

Chairman Paul Miegel Paul Mowlam Norman 

Treasurer John Paul Miegel Paul Mowlam 

Rotary Grace Gail John Paul Miegel 

Loyal Toast Neil Gail John 

International 
Toast 

Wally Neil Gail 

Rotary 
Information 

Graeme C Wally Neil 

Sergeants Help Don Graeme C Wally 
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Wine Packs 

 

 

Fortified wine pack order form 

(within Australia only) 

 

Email orders to admin@corowarotary.org.au 

 

Name:  

  

Delivery Address:  

 

City Town:  

State:  Post Code:  

Contact Number:  

Special Delivery Instructions:  

 

 

 Price Qty. Total 

Fortified Wine Pack $60.00   

Postage & Handling (Traceable Post 

Pack) 

$10.00   

Total    

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Cheques made payable to Rotary Club of Corowa 

Credit Card Payments, please complete this authority 

Card Type – (circle) VISA, MASTERCARD 

 

Card number  Exp.          / 

Card Holder Name  

Card Holders Signature   

 

DECLARATION: This wine has not been purchased for resale by a 

licensed person or their representative. I am over 18 years of age.  

 
Signed: ___________________________________ 

 

For further enquiries email:  admin@corowarotary.org.au ;  

Or phone Gail: 0412 442 838 
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